
TRIMMING YOUR DOG’S NAILS 
If your dog sounds like he's tap-dancing across the hardwood, it's time for a trim. Walking on overgrown nails 

can push up a dog's toes, causing arthritis, splayed toes and joint problems later in life. 

HANDLE THE PAWS 

If your dog is fussy about having his feet touched, this might be a good first step to work on over a week or 

so. Play with your dog's paws so he knows you don't intend to harm them. Reward with treats while handling 

his paws, so he associates the activity with something pleasant. Don't give up just because he wants to pull 

away.  

With your dog laying down, take a paw in one hand and touch one nail with the clippers. (Do not cut the nail.) 

Praise and reward with a treat. Repeat until you can touch each nail with no struggle. 

With dog laying at your side, use clippers and cut the TIP of the nail. Praise and reward with treat. Repeat 

until you can do one nail on each foot. Put a pile of small treats under his nose. Let him nibble while you cut 

the nails on one foot or have a helper reward him and keep him distracted. 

DREMEL THE NAILS 
Many dog trainers use a small Dremel tool to grind the dog’s nails down instead of clipping. Some dogs 

actually prefer the Dremel over the clipper. The advantages are a smoother nail and it’s a gradual process, you 

can grind a little and check the quick. One disadvantage is that long hair can get caught up in the Dremel, so 

it must be used with caution on a dog with long hair. 

 

If you accidentally nick your dog’s quick, don’t panic. Place a tiny piece of tissue paper tightly against the end 

of the nail and hold it for a few minutes.  Better yet, have some Quick Stop Powder available and put a small 

amount up against the bleeding end of the nail. This works right away. Or…do nothing.  The bleeding will 

stop in about 5 to 7 minutes. Any more than that, give your veterinarian a call. 


